Placing medical information in the hands of the judiciary: medicolegal problems.
The purpose of this study was to analyse the potential problems associated with sending hospital patients' medical records to different levels of the judiciary. Transmittal of such information may create a conflict between the duty to cooperate with the legal system and the patient's right to privacy. In our analysis of a total of nearly 380 such transmittals of medical histories in Spain, we found that approximately 90% involved possible negligence on the part of the hospital administration. In view of the current mobility of populations in different countries, and the increasing availability of medical data on electronic databases, we believe a coherent system of in-house regulations and international legislation should be passed to create a systematized framework for the protection of the patient's right to privacy.